Report of the State Penitentiary, 1860, Arkansas History Commission. As an organized discipline, oral history dates only from 1948, when Professor Allan Nevins launched "The Oral History Project" at Columbia University. Yet, the essence of the idea is as old as history itself. On the premise that it stems from the oral tradition (that body of lore by which one tribe or family knows of its past through stories repeated from one generation to the next), some scholars suggest that it predates history. See David K. 
